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2025 House Blessing Schedule 
  

Please call the church office at 610-459-0366 to schedule your house blessing. Consult the schedule below for 

dates and times in your area.  If your location is not listed please call the office to arrange a specific date and 

time.  Please note that an appointment is required in order to have your home blessed.                                      

Fr. Zissis will make every effort to bless all those who request it. 

 

Date       Time    Area/Zip Codes 

Monday, January 6  1PM-8PM   West Chester/19382  

Tuesday,, January 7  1PM-8PM   West Chester/19380 

Wednesday, January 8 10AM-4PM   Aston/Chester/Brookhaven/Parkside   

Thursday , January 9   10AM-5PM   Thornton/Glen Mills 

Friday, January 10  10AM-5PM   Springfield/Wallingford/Swarthmore 

Monday, January 13  10AM-5PM   Media  

Tuesday, January 14  10AM-5PM   Eddystone/Woodlyn/Prospect Park/Ridley Park 

Wednesday, January 15 10AM-5PM   Newtown Square 

Thursday, January 16   9AM-4PM   Broomall 

Friday, January 17  1PM-6PM   Boothwyn/Garnet Valley 

Monday, January 20  10AM-5PM   Glen Mills/Chester Heights/Chadds Ford 

Tuesday, January 21  10AM-5PM   Collegeville/Malvern/Berwyn/Bryn Mawr 

Wednesday, January 22 10AM-5PM   Downingtown/Exton 

Thursday, January 23  10AM-5PM   Kennett Square/Avondale 

Friday, January 24  10AM-5PM   West Chester/19382 

Monday, January 27  10AM-5PM   Collingdale/Drexel Hill/Folsom/Holmes 

Tuesday, January 28  10AM-5PM   Delaware 

Wednesday, January 29 10AM-5PM   Media 

Thursday, January 30  10PM-5PM   New Jersey 

Friday, January  31   9AM-5PM   Extra Day 
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His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey 
V. Rev. Archimandrite Nektarios Cottros, Chancellor 

 
St. George Greek Orthodox Church  

Presiding Priest - Rev. Fr. Zissis Lappas, Presbyter 

2024 Parish Council Members 
Constandean Lambardakis, President 

Maria A. Stamoulas Koudelis, 1st Vice President 

Angelica Politarhos-Santora, 2nd Vice President 

Demetrios Psihalinos, Secretary 
Athanasios Arsenlis, Treasurer 

Filaretos Hanos, Financial Secretary 

Efstathios Kanteliotis, Assistant Financial Secretary 

Speroula Fotiades-Alexander 

Christos Christou 

Daisy Diavastis 
Paraskevi “Peggy” Galiatsatos 

Constantine Glyptis 

Drew M. Nayman 

Emmanuel Papadopoulos 

Maria Zografakis 
 

Organizations 
 

Office Manager - Nota Getsos 
Chanter - Michael Matekovic 
Choir - Stephanie Kalogredis, Director 
Custodian -  Gina DiFlavis, Christopher Fallerino 
Accountant - George Kaffes, Fiscal Grace, Inc. 
Philoptochos - Ai Mirophoroi – Dina Christou, President 
YAL - Panos Skoutelas 
GOYA-Dionisi Psihalinos, GOYA President, Advisors: Anthoula Psihalinos, Angie Christou 

JOY/HOPE Stella Kanellopoulos, Stavrula Lambardakis, Maria Naum , Dimitra Bentioulis Advisors 
JOY/HOPE Dance Victoria Nares, Dimitra Bentioulis. 
Sunday School Director - Stella Kannellopoulos, Dina Christou, Directors 
Mommy & Me:  Presvytera Georgia Lappas 
Bookstore - Presvytera Georgia Lappas, Angela Bourogiannis 
GOYA Boys V Basketball - Evans Christou, Coach, Demetrios Psihalinos, Coach 
GOYA Boys JV Basketball - Michael Vasiliades, Coach, George Lambardakis, Coach 
GOYA Girls Basketball -  Constandean Lambardakis, Coach, Vasilios Kalogredis, Coach, Angela Pavlou, Coach                                             
Vacation Church School - Presvytera Georgia Lappas, Stella Kanellopoulos, Stavroula Lambardakis 
Greek Folk Dance - JOY/HOPE Dance Stella Kanellopoulos, Stavrula Lambardakis 
(GOYA-Zephyros Dance Group)  Fotini Gouliaberis. 
Aristotle Academy at St. George - Elias Pantelidis, Director 
Chion Society of St. Markella - Marco Tourlitis, President 
AHEPA - Emmanuel Papadopoulos, President 
Daughters of Penelope - Elaine Zanikos, President 
Youth Protection:  Dina Christou 

Parish Council Committee Chairpersons 

Building Expansion - Constandean Lambardakis, Demetrios Psihalinos, Nikolaos Yiantsos 
Bylaws - Peter Dionisos 
Executive Committee - Parish Council Officers  
Facilities -Constandean Lambardakis, Christos Christou, Athanasios Arsenlis 
Festival - Angelica Politarhos-Santora, Demetrios Psihalinos, Constandean Lambardakis,  
Paraskevi Galiatsatos, Filaretos Hanos 
Finance - Athanasios Arsenlis, Filaretos Hanos, Drew M. Nayman,  
Parish Council Greek School Liason– Demetris Psihalinos 
Hall Rental - Paraskevi Galiatsatos 
IT/Audio Visual - Constandean Lambardakis 
Personnel - Executive Committee 
Stewardship - Drew M. Nayman & TBD 
Web Master & Strategic Planning - Constandean Lambardakis 
Youth Liaison - Demetrios Psihalinos, Constandean Lambardakis 
Golf Classic - George Lambardakis, Filaretos Hanos, Steve Kanteliotis,  
Peter Papadopoulos 
Pangari Captain: Judge Kenneth N. Miller 
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To follow the service via the 

GOA Digital Chant Stand 
type in the link below and 

click the date of the service. 
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 
 
   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                       

 1 St. Basil/ 

Circumcision of 
our Lord 
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 
9:30am 

2  3Forefeast of 

Epiphany 
Orthros /Great  
Hours 8:30-10:30am 
 
JOY/HOPE 
Dance practice 6pm 

 Coffee Talk with 
Fr. Zissis 6pm 

4 
GOYA Basketball  
Quarterfinals 
@ Holy Trinity,  
Wilmington 
11am-6pm 
 
GOYA  
dance practice 
   12-3pm 

 5Sunday before 

Theophany 
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
 

Vasilopita Cutting 
JOY/HOPE dance practice 
 
GOYA Basketball  
Semifinals @St. Thomas, 
Cherry Hill  2:30-7:00pm 

6  Holy  

  Theophany 
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
 
Aristotle Academy  
Vasilopita Cutting  
Celebration 6pm 
 
GOYA Basketball  
practice 6:30– 9:00 pm 

7Synaxis of St. John 

Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 

8  
GOYA Bible study 
6pm 
Adult Bible Study  
7pm 
Aristotle Academy 
Greek Adult Classes 
6-8pm 
 
GOYA dance  
Rehearsal 6:30pm 

9 

 
Parish Council 
Meeting 7pm 
 
Aristotle Academy  
Greek School  
Classes 5:30-7:30pm 
 

 

10 

 
 
 
 
 
JOY/HOPE 
Dance practice 6pm 
 
 

11  

 
GOYA  
dance practice 
   12-3pm 

12 Sunday after 

Theophany 
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
 
Sunday School 
JOY/HOPE dance practice 
 
Philoptochos Meeting 

 
GOYA Basketball Finals 
@Holy Trinity,  
Egg Harbor, NJ 2:30-7:pm 

13 
 
Aristotle Academy  
Greek School  
Classes5:30-7:30pm 
 
GOYA Basketball  
practice 6:30– 9:00 pm 
@Glenwood Elementary 
School 
 
Pan Macedonian Dance 
Rehearsal 8pm 

 

14 

 
Daughters of Penelope 
Meeting 6:30pm 

 
Book reading club  
6:30pm 
 

15 

 
 
Aristotle Academy 
Greek Adult Classes 
6-8pm 

 
GOYA dance  
Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 
 

16 

 

AHEPA Meeting 
6:30pm 
 
Aristotle Academy  
Greek School  
Classes 5:30-7:30pm 
 

 
 
 

17 
St. Antonios 
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
JOY/HOPE 
Dance practice 6pm 

18 
St. Athanasios 
  & Cyril 
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
 
GOYA dance  
Rehearsal 12-3pm 
 
GOYA  
Basketball Tourna-
ment@ Holy Trinity,  
Wilmington  

19  12th Sunday of     

Luke 
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
 
Sunday School 
JOY/HOPE dance practice 

 
GOYA  
Basketball Tournament 
@ Holy Trinity,  
Wilmington 
 

20 

 
Aristotle Academy  
Greek School  
Classes5:30-7:30pm 
 
 
Pan Macedonian Dance 
Rehearsal 8pm 

21  

 
 

22 
 
GOYA dance  
Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 

 
 
Aristotle Academy 
Greek Adult Classes 
6-8pm 

 
 
 

23 
    
 Aristotle Academy  
Greek School  
Classes 5:30-7:30pm 

 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
JOY/HOPE 
Dance practice 6pm 

25 
St. Gregory the 
Theologian 
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 
 
GOYA dance  
Rehearsal 12-3pm 

 
Glendi Dance 
6:00pm 

26  15th Sunday  

of Luke  
Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 

 
 
Sunday School 
JOY/HOPE dance practice 
 
Aristotle Academy  
Celebration of Greek  
Letter day 
 
 

27 
 
GOYA Basketball  
practice 6:30– 9:00 pm 
@Glenwood Elementary 
School 
 
Aristotle Academy  
Greek School  
Classes 5:30-7:30pm 
 
Pan Macedonian Dance 
Rehearsal 8pm 

28 

 
Book reading club  
6:30pm 
 

29 
 
Aristotle Academy 
Greek Adult Classes 
6-8pm 
 
GOYA dance  
Rehearsal 6:30pm 
 
 
 

 30 The Three 

       Hierarchs 
     Orthros 8:30am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30am 

 
 
 
Aristotle Academy  
Greek School  
Classes 5:30-7:30pm 

 
 
 

 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JOY/HOPE 
Dance practice 6pm 

 
 
 

       

https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/dcs.html


 Monthly Bulletin 
Dear Parishioners, if you or someone you know wishes to receive the 
Monthly Bulletin by mail please contact the office at 610-459-0366 

  

        Sacramental Registry 
 

                                                                   

                                                Baptisms                                                                                                                              
 
 * On Saturday, December 14, 2024 Aviana Maria Appleton was baptized. 
    Godparent–John Legatos 
 
* On Saturday, December 28, 2024 Evan Randall Esterly was baptized. 
   Godparents–John & Catherine Kalogredis 
 

                
 

                                                                                             
  

To follow the service via the 
GOA Digital Chant Stand 
type in the link below and 

click the date of the service. 
https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/dcs.html 

CHOIR NEWS 
 

“I will sing to the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.” Psalm 104:33. 
 

As the liturgical year begins, the St. George choir will resume chanting the liturgy. All existing 
choir members, please be ready to sing starting at 9:30.  While we have a wonderful core of 
church musicians, we are always looking for new singers, young and old, to join us on Sun-
day morning.   
Please see myself or Mrs. Theodora Psitos for more information.  
If you are not incline to join us in the choir, we encourage you to sing with all your heart from 
the pews.  

 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Stephanie Kalogredis  

https://dcs.goarch.org/goa/dcs/dcs.html


DONATION REQUEST 
 

Donation of small water bottles and small juice boxes are needed for coffee hour.  If you would like 
to donate either of these items please drop them off at St. George or bring them on a Sunday.  
                                                                      Thank you. 

Just a friendly reminder that when you are receiving holy communion and / or kissing 
an icon, please not wear any type of lip product.   

Thank you. 

THIS MONTH AT THE BOOKSTORE 
 

Stop by and visit the BOOKSTORE to purchase these featured books and many other Reli-
gious books, gifts, handmade jewelry and other helpful resources that are now available for 
purchase. The bookstore is open Sunday’s following Liturgy. 

YOUTH BOOK: H is for Holy. An Orthodox Christian Alphabet .                                                                                   
Author: Nika Mary Boyd   

A is for altar, H is for holy, P is for Prayer. Introduce young children to 
the Orthodox faith as they explore elements and practices found in 
the Orthodox Church. From the altar table to Zacchaeus perched in 
the sycamore tree, this simple book offers not just an alphabet, but a 
first taste of a lifelong journey hand in hand with Jesus Christ.  

 
 

ADULT BOOK: Becoming Orthodox  A Journey to the Ancient Christian Faith  
Author: Peter E Gillquist  
 

This revised edition includes a new epilogue, "Coming up on Twenty-Five 
Years" since the entry of the Evangelical Orthodox into the Holy Ortho-
dox Church. This is the story of a handful of courageous men and their 
congregations who risked stable occupations, security and the approval 
of life-long friends to be obedient to God's call.It is also the story of every 
believer who is searching for the Church. Where Christ is Lord. Where 
holiness, human responsibility, and the sovereignty of God are preached. 
Where fellowship is more than a covered-dish supper in the church base-
ment. And where fads and fashions take a backseat to apostolic worship 
and doctrine.This is a book, for Orthodox Christians, looking for ways to 
bring new life to their own Churches. It's also a book for those complete-
ly dissatisfied--those on their own search. And it's a book for Orthodox 
Christians, looking for renewal.  

https://www.amazon.com/Nika-Mary-Boyd/e/B06VSQHBGS/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


   Offertory Prayer 
  
Lord our God as you welcomed the gifts of Abel, the sacrifices 
of Noah and Abraham, the incense of Aaron and Zachariah, do 
welcome also, from the hands of us sinners, these offerings, 
so that in clear conscience we may always offer to you gifts 
and the resources of our labor, for your glorification, for the al-
leviation of sufferings and hunger, for the ministry to your peo-
ple, by the grace, mercy and philanthropy of your only begot-
ten Son with whom You are blessed from ages to ages. Amen.  
 

 Προσευχή Προσφοράς 
 
 Κύριε Θέε, όπως δέχθηκες τα δώρα του Άβελ, τις θυσίες του Νώε και του Αβραάμ, το 
θυμίαμα του Ααρών και του Ζαχαρία, ας δεχθείς από τα αμαρτωλά μας χέρια και τις 
προσφορές αυτές έτσι, ώστε πάντοτε να μπορούμε να Σου προσφέρουμε δώρα και τους 
κόπους της εργασίας μας γιά την δόξα Σου, προς ελάφρυνση των δοκιμασιών και της 
πείνας, προς διακονία του λαού Σου, προς συγχώρηση των αμαρτιών και εξιλασμό του 
λαού Σου, με την χάρη, το έλεος και φιλανθρωπία του μονογενούς Σου Υιού. Ευλογημένο 
να είναι το όνομά Σου εις τον αιώνα. Αμήν. 



Please remember, if you have already obtained a civil divorce, you 
must also receive an Ecclesiastical Divorce from the Church  
This brief process is confidentially handled by the   parish priest. You must 
complete this process in  order to be in good standing with the Church, mean-
ing that you may not partake in the Sacramental life of the Church, (example: 
being a sponsor at a wedding or baptism, receiving the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion and Holy Unction, serving on the Parish Council, voting at Parish 
Assemblies and entering into another  
marriage).   
Please consider your personal situation and be in good standing with the 
Church. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Fr. Zissis directly. 

  Pastoral Visits - A Request to All Parishioners:   
     If  you desire a pastoral visit in case of  a hospitalization, or for someone who is 
homebound, in a nursing facility, or in prison, please have an  immediate  family 
member  notify the Church office 610.459.0366 or if  it is an emergency you can 
contact Fr. Zissis at 617.990.4390 so that a visit can be arranged.  

If you need prayers for Health, Healing or any other Concerns 
please contact Father Zissis for spititual advise     and to arrange the appropriate 
services or sacraments, according to our Holy Orthodox Church. 

              Prosphora Liturgy of Preparation, Proskimidia,  
Service of Prothesis. Offering Prosphora and names at the Liturgy. 
Take the prosphora to church with a list of names forthe priest to mention 
during the Divine Liturgy. Put the first names of the living in one column of 
your note (including those who have baked the bread, and others you want 
remembered) and the names of any deceased in another column. 

PROSPHORA /ARTOCLASIA 
 
If you wish to donate the Prosphora for a special feast day or your 
name day, they are available for purchase at $10.00 each.   
Artoclasia is available for purchase to celebrate a name day or spe-
cial occasion from the Philoptochos Society, 5 loaves for $50.   
Prosphora & Holy Communion Wine for Memorial   
are available for purchase for $45. 
For all Memorial services and Artoclasia, we kindly ask that you 
also supply wine and oil for the Altar.  
Please contact the church office or any Philoptochos member for  
your orders. 











    DONATION REQUEST 
 Donation of small water bottles and small juice boxes are needed for coffee hour.  If you     

would like to donate either of these items please drop them off at St. George or bring  
them on a Sunday. Thank you. 

 
                                    

                 Greetings from the Ladies of Philoptochos 

 

Each Sunday after Liturgy,  there is Coffee Hour. Everyone is encouraged to  

participate. The Philoptochos ladies will be setting up donuts and coffee for  

everyone to enjoy. There will be a 3 month schedule for anyone interested 

in sponsoring Coffee Hour.  If you are interested, please let the office know.    

  

 

January 5       Vasilopita Cutting 

January 12      Kehagias-Rentoulis Family is Sponsoring the coffee hour in  

                        memory of Vasilios Nikolaos Kehagias. 

January 19 

January 26     Academy of Aristotle is sponsoring the coffee Hour in honor      

                        of the Greek Letter Day 

 

February 2 

February 9      AHEPA Cheesesteak Fundraiser 

February 16 

February 23 

 

March 2 

March 9           Philoptochos Luncheon (no memorials) 

March 16          Memorial for Hrisi ‘Soula’ Nikolaides 

March 23 

March 30 

  
 

PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY 

   Ai Miroforoi 
        St. George Greek Orthodox Church 

                                                    Coffee Hour Clean up 
 
     Every Sunday after church, the congregation is offered Coffee hour with some sort of  
desserts and many times luncheons. We ask everyone to kindly assist in the cleanup of the 
hall by everyone  disposing of their trash before leaving the Hall.    
      

         Everyone's help in maintaining the cleanliness of our Hall is Appreciated!  
                           We the Philoptochos thank you for your Assistance . 





 

Fr. Zissis would like to express  his gratitude to the two 

anonymous families who donated the amount of $30,000 for 

the new Ecclesiastical Liturgical items. 

            Their thoughtfulness and generosity  

                are very much appreciated. 

         May God bless their families  always ! 

Dear Parishioners, 
  

Jesus gave us the Parable of the Talents to teach that we are responsible to use God’s gifts – to develop 

them, to grow them, and then to offer them back to Him. Although we all receive different gifts, we see 

in this parable that there is no difference in God’s reward for what we accomplish with them. If you 

want to be a faithful servant, then take whatever you have and offer it faithfully to the Lord. It is not 

about how much you have, it is what you do with it. 

Stewardship is an opportunity to examine our priorities and values, to express our thankfulness, to 

give of ourselves and to grow in grace. It allows us to participate in the work of God. Giving is not a 

substitute for commitment – it is an expression of your commitment. As St. John Chrysostom said, “A 

Rich Man is not one who has much but one who gives much. For what he gives away remains his for-

ever.” Your Stewardship provides the foundation for our Parish Ministries and our efforts in meeting 

the challenge of spreading Christ’s Word and our Orthodox Faith. 

Giving to His Church is a way to thank God for His grace and generosity. The question is not, “What 

are the dues?” but “How can I thank God for my many blessings?” We see our church, not as it is, but 

as it could be. We offer our treasure and ourselves sacrificially, so that, as members of the Body of 

Christ, we may reach our full potential in Him. 

Before completing the enclosed Commitment Card and Information Form, please give prayerful con-

sideration to the commitment you are making. A check mailed to the church is most meaningful when 

accompanied by your presence, by your willingness to serve, by your prayers, and by your commit-

ment. Giving is not a substitute for commitment – it is an expression of your commitment and an ex-

pression of thanks for the many blessings in your life. 

 Well done, Good and Faithful Servant! 
   

 

Yours in Christ, 

  

Rev. Fr. Zissis Lappas 
 





  

2024 St. George Greek Orthodox Church Stewards 
THIS LIST WAS LAST UPDATED ON 12-31-2024 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR PARISHIONERS WHO  
SUPPORTED OUR CHURCH WITH THEIR 2024 STEWARDSHIP 



 
 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR PARISHIONERS WHO  
SUPPORTED OUR CHURCH WITH THEIR 2024 STEWARDSHIP 

 *If you have fulfilled your  2024  
 Stewardship Pledge to St. George   and 
your name is not listed, please contact our 
Stewardship Committee. 

 

2024 St. George Greek Orthodox Church Stewards 
THIS LIST WAS LAST UPDATED ON 12-31-2024 





                              Community  Shelter Outreach 
                          Dear Parishioners, 

 
St. George has been providing a monthly meal for residents of Safe Harbor for over 
20 years.  However, due to the new climate of precaution, they cannot accept pre-
pared/cooked – in advance meals unless they are restaurant prepared or catered by a 
licensed registered kitchen.  Because this is not possible for most of our parishioners, 
we will need to discontinue providing our monthly offering.   
  Thus, we have decided to continue to support the Safe Harbor mission by collecting  
monetary  
donations and/or grocery store gift cards.  As we receive the donations, they will be 

forward to Safe Harbor to continue our commitment to help those facing food insecurity.   
If you are interested in donating, please make checks payable to Safe Harbor or bring Grocery store 
gift cards to our church office.   
I will make sure that they are forward to the proper Safe Harbor coordinator. 
   
  

https://fs30.formsite.com/AHEPA79/y06fjrvngj/index 

https://fs30.formsite.com/AHEPA79/y06fjrvngj/index






    Last year our Parishioner Jaime Soutos (Pennsylvania State University-BA in Music 
Education) won a generous scholarship from the Panhellenic Scholarship Foundation! 



         Saint George’s Bible Study 

      Next Session is on Wednesday, January 8th ! 
 
     GOYA Bible Study: 6:00pm-7:00pm 
     Adult Bible Study: 7:00pm-8:00pm 
 
           For more information contact 
         Mikael Maras at 610-639-1202 

 

            You are all welcome to join our Book Reading Club 
                       Tuesday, January 14 & 28  at 6:30 pm. 

  The mission of our reading club is to share a good book and  
   encourage each other in our Christian journey, deepen our faith and 

friendships. 
 

Reading Club Leaders 
 Thomas & Sophia Restas 







PLACE YOUR AD  
HERE. 

CALL OR EMAIL THE  
OFFICE  

FOR DETAILS 

 

 

610-999-4887 aristotleacademy@hotmail.com 



 



                     Saint George  
             Greek Orthodox Church 
             30 East Forge Road 
             Media, PA 19063-4345 
        Rev. Fr. Zissis Lappas, Presbyter 

 
Bulletin 

January, 2025 

 BULLETIN ADVERTISING 
 

If you would like to place an advertisement in the monthly bulletin & the weekly bulletin 
please contact the church office at office@stgeorgemedia.org or call 610.459.0366. 

 
Pricing is as follows: 

Business Card Size:   $300  for the year 
          Half page:             $1,000    for the  year 

    Full page:             $1,500     for year 

The Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ -  January 6th 
 
About the beginning of our Lord's thirtieth year, John the Forerunner, who was some six 

months older than Our Saviour according to the flesh, and had lived in the wilderness 

since his childhood, received a command from 

God and came into the parts of the Jordan, 

preaching the   bap- tism of repentance unto 

the remission of sins. Then our Saviour also 

came from Galilee to the Jordan, and sought 

and received baptism though He was the Master 

and John was but a servant. Whereupon, 

there came to pass those marvellous deeds, 

great and beyond na- ture: the  Heavens were 

opened, the Spirit de- scended in the form of a 

dove upon Him that was being baptized and 

the voice was heard from the Heavens hearing 

witness that this was the beloved Son of God, 

now baptized as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:1-22). From these events the 

Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the great mystery of the Trinity were demonstrated. 

It is also from this that the present feast is called "Theophany," that is, the divine manifes-

tation, God's appearance among men. On this venerable day the sacred mystery of 

Christian baptism was inaugurated; henceforth also began the saving preaching of the 

Kingdom of the Heavens. 


